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According to José Skinner, one of the contributors to
Sarah Cortez and Sergio Troncoso's remarkable
collection of laments for a lost way of life along the
frontera, the Reynosa daily newspaper El Mañana
calls the prevailing climate of violence along the
border “la situación social de excepción.”

Due to the violence already committed against
journalists on the border for years, the use of an
Orwellian euphemism such as “the exceptional social
situation” is understandable.

That and a whole host of other flowery phrases have
become the code under which people attempt to
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publicly discuss such events as mass killings of
undocumented migrants, everyday extortion against
business and property owners, kidnappings of the
wealthy, and wholesale takeovers of towns by drug
cartel militias.

For that reason, there was a great need for this book,
and it should be noted that each of its remarkable
essays includes represents a significant act of courage
on the part of the authors, speaking truth to power.

“Our Lost Border” creates a welcome opening for
frank and insightful reporting, analysis and reflection

on a tragic situation still not comprehended well by many people on either side of the U.S.-
Mexico border.

The book benefits greatly from the collaborative efforts of two highly qualified editors.

Cortez, a Harris County peace officer, is also a poet and author of the memoir “Growing Up
Hispanic in Houston” (Texas Review Press, 2010).

Troncoso, who hails from El Paso, is a prolific writer with degrees from both Harvard and Yale
on his résumé. His “The Last Tortilla and Other Stories” (University of Arizona Press, 1999)
won both the Premio Aztlán and the Southwest Book Award.

Cortez and Troncoso are to be credited for assembling an exceptional array of contributors,
encompassing professors, poets, students and journalists.

They each eloquently and powerfully profile the border in both qualitative and quantitative
terms — clearly fueled by strong personal and professional experiences.

In the book's first section, “The Tortured Landscape,” Liliana V. Blum, Lolita Bosch, Diego
Osorno and María Socorro Tabuenca Córdoba describe how the political and social territories
they inhabit have been challenged by waves of violence, and how they and their communities
have responded.

These essays, presented in both their original Spanish texts and excellent English translations,
do an important job of educating readers about the history and influence of the cartels, plus
how people are organizing to bravely document the narco-crimes and create a social
movement against them.

The book's second section, “Personal Stories,” provides a platform for the authors to recount
their losses in the context of their lives as people from families who have long inhabited both
sides of the border.

There is some exceptionally beautiful and poignant writing in this section.

In Maria Cristina Cigarroa's “Selling Tita's House,” she poetically describes the importance to
her family of her grandmother's home in Nuevo Laredo and its holiday rituals — and the
painful process of her grandmother's decision to sell her home and move to Laredo.

José Antonio Rodriguez's “Sucking the Sweet” is an intensely packed, almost surrealistically
composed elegy to the contrasts in his life between his home in McAllen and his birthplace in
a tiny Mexican village taken over by narcotraficantes, between the world of his waking dreams
and the fears he and his family have confronted now for years.

In their respective essays, Cortez and Troncoso paint vivid portraits of the Laredo, Juárez and
El Paso they have lost, in the most personal terms — and express their outrage at the manner
in which violence has become commonplace, and so unchecked by government authority, in
the places where they have roots.
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This book is essential reading for anyone who cares deeply about the U.S.-Mexico border and
the future relations of our two countries.

It takes courage to open its pages, but that is a necessary first step toward changing “the
exceptional situation” for the better.

Ed Conroy, a San Antonio writer, can be reached at econroy53@gmail.com.

Subscribe to the San Antonio Express-News and receive access to
the San Antonio Express-News for iPad App

Sponsored Results

Houston Chauffeurs

Personal Chauffeur or chauffeured
vehicles 281-392-1434

www.swdrivers.com

Health Tip Alert:

Woman has discovered the Secret
to looking 20 Years
www.Dermitone.com

All USA Baseball Tickets

Select Your Favourite Game !
www.TicketATM.com

Federer wins 1st title of year,
beats Youzhny

We RecommendFrom Around the Web

 Printable Version  Email This Like 0 Share

Man charged with shooting wife at Texas base

Split cited in Fort Sam shooting

Vineyards Restaurant closing June 30

SAPD officer arrested at bar

50 years of poetry

A Texas dynasty

[what's this?]

Hustler Founder Larry Flynt Reveals Evidence
That Mitt Romney…   (Ora TV with Larry King)

Tiger Surprised by Reporter’s Question, Invites
Her to Dinner  (Yahoo!)

Everyone Is Quitting Facebook  (Vice)

Erin Brockovich-Ellis Issues Apology for
Alleged Boating DUI,… (E! Online)

How to Make Fall-Off-The-Bone Ribs on the
Grill  (Grilling is Happiness)

When to Empty a Septic Tank  (DexKnows)

New to the site?

To use commenting, you
need to sign up.

(Forgot Password?)

Already a member?

Please log in.

 Remember Me

Add Your Comment

Email

Password

MYSA
Home
News
Blogs
Business
Sports
Columnists
Editorials

Life
Events Calendar
Multimedia
National/International
Obituaries
Politics
Travel
Traffic

TOPICS
Community
Health
Living Green SA
Military
Outdoors
Visitors' Guide
Guide to San Antonio

MARKETPLACE
Autos
Classifieds
Jobs
Real Estate
Shopping
Business Directory
Fan Shop

COMMUNITY SUBMITTED
Calendar
Photos

OTHER EDITIONS
e-Edition
Mobile
Facebook

ABOUT US
About Us
Contact Us
Advertise online
Advertise in print
Newspaper Delivery
Place a classified ad
EN Subscription Services

https://www.myhearstnewspaper.com/sanantonio/Subscribe1_new.aspx
http://www.mysanantonio.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=entertainment%2Fbooks&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Ed+Conroy%22
https://www.myhearstnewspaper.com/sanantonio/Subscribe1_new.aspx
https://www.myhearstnewspaper.com/sanantonio/Subscribe1_new.aspx
http://info.yahoo.com/services/us/yahoo/ads/details.html
http://info.yahoo.com/services/us/yahoo/ads/details.html
http://www.mysanantonio.com/sports/article/Federer-wins-1st-title-of-year-beats-Youzhny-4603496.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/sports/article/Federer-wins-1st-title-of-year-beats-Youzhny-4603496.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/sports/article/Federer-wins-1st-title-of-year-beats-Youzhny-4603496.php
javascript:hst_print();
javascript:hst_print();
mailto:?subject=An%20%27exceptional%20situation%27%20on%20the%20border&body=http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/books/article/An-exceptional-situation-on-the-border-4598826.php
mailto:?subject=An%20%27exceptional%20situation%27%20on%20the%20border&body=http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/books/article/An-exceptional-situation-on-the-border-4598826.php
javascript:void(0);
http://www.mysanantonio.com/default/article/Man-charged-with-shooting-wife-at-Texas-base-4593813.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/default/article/Split-cited-in-Fort-Sam-shooting-4594452.php
http://blog.mysanantonio.com/food/2013/06/vineyards-restaurant-closing-june-30/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local_news/article/SAPD-officer-arrested-at-bar-4583429.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/books/article/50-years-of-poetry-4584336.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/books/article/A-Texas-dynasty-4584653.php
javascript:void(0)
http://www.ora.tv/larrykingnow/hustler-founder-larry-flynt-reveals-evidence-mitt-romney-billionaire-0_o77c7csf
http://www.ora.tv/larrykingnow/hustler-founder-larry-flynt-reveals-evidence-mitt-romney-billionaire-0_o77c7csf
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/golf--tiger-woods-stunned-into-silence-during-press-conference-182808827.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/golf--tiger-woods-stunned-into-silence-during-press-conference-182808827.html
http://www.vice.com/read/dislike-why-everyone-is-quitting-facebook
http://www.eonline.com/news/428279/erin-brockovich-ellis-issues-apology-for-alleged-boating-dui-mug-shot-gets-released/news/428279/erin-brockovich-ellis-issues-apology-for-alleged-boating-dui-mug-shot-gets-released
http://www.eonline.com/news/428279/erin-brockovich-ellis-issues-apology-for-alleged-boating-dui-mug-shot-gets-released/news/428279/erin-brockovich-ellis-issues-apology-for-alleged-boating-dui-mug-shot-gets-released
http://www.grillingishappiness.com/recipe/smoked-ribs/
http://www.grillingishappiness.com/recipe/smoked-ribs/
http://dexknows.com/article/when-to-empty-a-septic-tank-15212/
http://reg.mysanantonio.com/forgot_password
http://www.mysanantonio.com/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/blogs/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/business/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/sports/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/news_columnists/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/opinion/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/life/
http://events.mysanantonio.com/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/video/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/national-international/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sanantonio/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/politics/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/life/travel/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/traffic/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/community/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/life/health
http://www.livinggreensa.com/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/military/
http://blog.mysanantonio.com/outdoors/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/visitors_guide/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/guidetosa/
http://cars.mysanantonio.com/
http://mysa.kaango.com/
http://hotjobs.mysanantonio.com/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/real_estate/
http://findnsave.mysanantonio.com/
http://local.mysanantonio.com/
http://texassportsshop.mysanantonio.com/?sourceid=Marketplace
http://events.mysanantonio.com/
http://mysa.mycapture.com/
http://myaccount.expressnews.com/
http://mobile.mysa.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Antonio/San-Antonio-Express-News/316774245761
http://www.mysanantonio.com/about_us/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/about_us/contact_us
http://www.mysanantonio.com/about_us/advertise
http://hearstmediasanantonio.com/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/about_us/circulation
http://www.mysanantonio.com/about_us/classifieds
http://myaccount.expressnews.com/

	mysanantonio.com
	An 'exceptional situation' on the border - San Antonio Express-News


	NoZW1lPWxpZ2h0JmhlaWdodD02NQA=: 
	form0: 
	button0: 


	hlLWJvcmRlci00NTk4ODI2LnBocAA=: 
	form1: 
	query: 
	input0: 
	searchindex: property


	NjaGVtZT1saWdodCZoZWlnaHQ9MjEA: 
	form0: 
	lsd: AVouuUzS
	href: http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/books/article/An-exceptional-situation-on-the-border-4598826.php?cmpid=fb
	action: like
	nobootload: 
	iframe_referer: http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/books/article/An-exceptional-situation-on-the-border-4598826.php
	ref: 
	button0: 
	lsd_(1): AVouuUzS
	href_(1): http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/books/article/An-exceptional-situation-on-the-border-4598826.php?cmpid=fb
	action_(1): like
	nobootload_(1): 
	iframe_referer_(1): http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/books/article/An-exceptional-situation-on-the-border-4598826.php
	ref_(1): 


	hlLWJvcmRlci00NTk4ODI2LnBocAA=: 
	form5: 
	input1: 
	input1_(1): 
	email: 
	password: 
	remember_me: 1




