
Bayou City becoming Book City - Houston Chronicle

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/life/books/article/Bayou-City-becoming-Book-City-4340597.php[3/27/2013 10:26:32 AM]

By Maggie Galehouse

Xx

Galveston: Playground of the Southwest, by W. Dwayne Jones and Jami Durham.

March 13, 2013

Waiting in the sleek comfort of the Asia Society Texas Center auditorium, listening to sitar music and
watching women in saris find their seats, I marveled at Houston's appetite for local books and authors.

The book launch for Chitra Divakaruni's new novel, "Oleander Girl," drew 150 people Thursday evening -
including Renu Khator, president of the University of Houston, and Parvathaneni Harish, consul general of the
Republic of India.

On her way to the stage to be interviewed by local radio personality St. John Flynn, Divakaruni waved to
friends and colleagues from UH's Creative Writing Program. When someone complimented her on her hot pink
sari, she laughed and said: "I had to match the book cover."

Divakaruni is just one of several area authors with a new book this season.

Increasingly, Houston is a city that lays claim to a diverse, literary life, with venues that host regular readings
by local and national authors.

Divakaruni said she chose to launch "Oleander Girl" in Houston - her publishers would have preferred New
York - because it's a literary city with enthusiastic support for writing and the arts.

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/author/maggie-galehouse
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Eric Kayne,  Freelance

Chitra Divakaruni is an award-winning author and
poet who writes about women, immigration, the
South Asian experience, history, myth, magic and
diversity. She writes for adults and children, and
her books have been translated into 20 languages.
Born and raised in Calcutta, India, Divakaruni,
54, teaches creative writing at the University of
Houston and lives in Sugar Land with her family.
Feb, 24, 2011 in Sugar Land, TX. (Eric
Kayne/For the Chronicle)

To prove her point, here's a peek at new and upcoming titles from writers who live, study or work in the
Houston area.

"Galveston: Playground of the Southwest," by W. Dwayne Jones and Jami Durham. This oversize, soft-cover
photo history of Galveston begins with a 1908 photo of three children, taken in a photo booth at a bathhouse,
and ends with a contemporary seascape featuring the pyramids of Moody Gardens. Arcadia Publishing.

"The Drowning House," by Elizabeth Black. In this debut novel from Black, a Houston resident, a
contemporary woman named Clare is drawn into the mystery of Stella Carraday, said to have drowned in her
family's house during the Great Galveston Hurricane of 1900, which took more than 6,000 lives.
Doubleday/Talese.

"Oleander Girl," by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni.The latest
novel from Divakaruni, a prolific author and professor in
UH's Creative Writing Program, follows Korobi Roy, a
young woman raised by her traditional grandparents in
India. Soon after Korobi's engagement to Rajat, her
grandfather dies, exposing a big family secret. Korobi
takes off for post-9/11 America alone to find out who she
is. Free Press; March 19.

"Damage Control" by Amber Dermont. A collection of
previously published and new short stories from the
author of "The Starboard Sea." Dermont earned her
doctorate in UH's Creative Writing Program and will join
the English department at Rice University in July. St.
Martin's; March 26.

"Evidence of Life," by Barbara Taylor Sissel. A resident
of The Woodlands, Sissel tells the tale of Abby, who says
goodbye to her husband and daughter as they embark on
a camping trip in the Texas Hill Country. When the pair
don't return, Abby refuses to give up hope. Harlequin
MIRA; March 26.

"The Other Typist," by Suzanne Rindell. This debut
novel from Rindell, a doctoral student in literature at
Rice University, follows Rose, a prudish young typist in a
New York City police department precinct in the 1920s.
Rose learns to navigate the underworld of speakeasies by
night and her work station by day, with help from Odalie,
a daring new girl who joins the typing pool. Amy
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Dave Rossman, Freelance

Antonya Nelson and Robert Boswell at the
Imprint Poets & Writers Ball at the Houston
Country Club Feb 18,2012. (Dave Rossman/For
the Chronicle)

Einhorn Books/Putnam; May 17.

"Run, Brother, Run," by David Berg. In 1968, Alan Berg was murdered in Texas. Charles Harrelson, a
notorious hit man and the father of actor Woody Harrelson, was tried and acquitted of the crime. This
memoir from David Berg - the victim's brother and a lawyer with offices in Houston and New York - is
about growing up in Texas, two brothers who took different paths, and a devastating murder trial. Scribner;
June 11.

"Cold Blue Steel," by Sarah Cortez. From a Houston writer with a diverse résumé - active-duty police
officer, corporate accountant, Latin teacher, and more - comes 50 lyric poems set in the world of the urban
street cop. "The Secret" begins: "Love whatever can save/ your life. Your ballistic vest,/ your razored
reflexes. The/ keys you rubber-banded/ to keep from jingling. The/ double-tied shoelaces that/ won't come
loose in a foot chase./ The short haircut a turd/ can't grab in a scuffle/ to ream your face into concrete."
Texas Review Press; July 2013.

"Tumbledown," by Robert Boswell. Boswell shares the
Cullen Chair in Creative Writing at UH with his wife,
Antonya Nelson. This new novel is a sad but funny book
about a therapist and his patients, sanity and insanity,
and the choices we make to accommodate the failures of
the rational world. Graywolf Press; August.

Meet the authors

Check the websites of these local venues that host national
and Houston-area authors reading from their works. A
Book Events list also is published in the Chronicle Star
section every Monday.

Asia Society Texas Center, 1370 Southmore, 713-496-9901
or asiasociety.org/texas.

Barnes and Noble, bn.com to find area stores.

Becker's Books, 7405 Westview; 713-957-8088 or
houstonbooks.com.

Blue Willow Bookshop, 14532 Memorial; 281-497-8675 or
bluewillowbookshop.com.

Brazos Bookstore, 2421 Bissonnet; 713-523-0701 or
brazosbookstore.com.

http://houstonbooks.com/
http://bluewillowbookshop.com/
http://brazosbookstore.com/


Bayou City becoming Book City - Houston Chronicle

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/life/books/article/Bayou-City-becoming-Book-City-4340597.php[3/27/2013 10:26:32 AM]

Contact the Author

Submit a Tip

Suggest a Correction

DOMY Books, 1709 Westheimer; 713-523-3669 or domystore.com/houston.

Houston Public Library, 500 McKinney; 832-393-1313 or houstonlibrary.org.

Inprint House, 1520 W. Main; houstonfirstfri@aol.com or HPFest@aol.com. (Poetry on the first Friday of
each month.)

Inprint Margarett Root Brown Reading Series, different locations (usually the Alley Theater or Wortham
Theater Center); inprinthouston.org.

Kaboom Books, 3116 Houston; 713-869-7600 or kaboombooks.com.

Mongoose versus Cobra, 1011 McGowen; 713-650-6872 or mongooseversuscobra.com. (Poetry readings on
the second Monday of each month.)

Murder By The Book, 2342 Bissonnet; 713-524-8597 or murderbooks.com.

Poison Girl Cocktail Lounge, 1641 Westheimer; 713-527-9929. (Poison Pen Reading Series on the last
Thursday of each month.)

River Oaks Bookstore, 3270 Westheimer; 713-520-0061 or riveroaksbookstore.com.
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